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‘Playdate Protest’ Pressures
Alameda County Sheriff To End
Cooperation with ICE
By Rapid Response Networks

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in San Francisco, California
OAKLAND, CA, July 10, 2018 – Nearly 50 local families
held an early morning playdate and delivered a letter to
Alameda County Sheriff Gregory Ahern’s office in
Oakland demanding that his department cease
collaborating with ICE and that it participate in the
future TRUTH Act Forum. Parents shared snacks and
water, carried infants, nursed babies and helped young
children color cut-out butterflies to place on the
building. Families sang protest songs and chanted
“Abolish ICE” and “We are the Children Fighting to Free
Our Future.”
The Trump Administration's decision to create a
Zero-tolerance policy that separates families by putting
them in cages follows years of breaking up families and
deporting people who come to the United States for
asylum and a better life. Oakland states it is a sanctuary

August 21 Kicks Off National U.S.
Prison Strike
By Jailhouse Lawyers Speak, a prisoners collective.
Men and women incarcerated in prisons across
the nation declare a nationwide strike in response to
the riot in Lee Correctional Institution, a maximum
security prison in South Carolina. Seven comrades lost
their lives during a senseless uprising that could have
been avoided had the prison not been so overcrowded
from the greed wrought by mass incarceration, and a
lack of respect for human life that is embedded in our
nation’s penal ideology. These men and women are
demanding humane living conditions, access to
rehabilitation, sentencing reform and the end of
modern day slavery.
These are the NATIONAL DEMANDS of the men
and women in federal, immigration, and state prisons:
1. Immediate improvements to the conditions
of prisons and prison policies that recognize the
humanity of imprisoned men and women.
2. An immediate end to prison slavery. All
persons imprisoned in any place of detention under
United States jurisdiction must be paid the prevailing
wage in their state or territory for their labor.
3. The Prison Litigation Reform Act must be
rescinded, allowing imprisoned humans a proper
channel to address grievances and violations of their
rights.
4. The Truth in Sentencing Act and the
Sentencing Reform Act must be rescinded so that
imprisoned humans have a possibility of rehabilitation
and parole. No human shall be sentenced to Death by
Incarceration or serve any sentence without the
possibility of parole.
onward
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CRITICAL RESISTANCE: ON
POLICING
By Critical Resistance
Policing is the practice, empowered by the
state, of enforcing law and social control through the
use of force. The roots of policing in the United States
are closely linked to slavery, the capture of escaped
slaves, and the enforcement of Black Codes and Jim
Crow. Police forces were also routinely used to keep
new immigrants to the US “in line” and to prevent the
working classes from making demands. Clearly, not
much has changed.Policing is still set up to target poor
people, people of color, immigrants, and people who do
not conform to socially acceptable behavior on the
street or in their homes. For example, police frequently
target women, queer and gender non-conforming
people, people of color, and young people just based on
their appearance or behavior. The choices police make
about which people to target, what to target them for,
and when to arrest and book them play a major role in
who ultimately gets locked up.
Some of us are comforted by the option of
being able to call someone when we need help. Some of
us are told from a very early age that the police are our
friends who will help us when we’re in “trouble.” But
the impact of policing on many of our
communities—more people beaten and killed by cops
and the growing number of our friends, family members
and loved ones being locked away behind bars—shows
us that the police hurt rather than help us.
Policing is, in its very nature, in opposition to
self-determination. The practices of watching,
questioning, intimidating and arresting
people—through the use of force are violent practices.
Not only do cops use threats of violence—the guns on
their hips, the clubs on their belts—to control people,
they often use force in making stops, inquiries, and
arrests. Harassment of people on the street or “stop
and frisk” practices — stopping people to frisk them for
drugs or weapons — are tools often used to intimidate,
monitor, and control poor people and people of color.
While we’re told the police are on the street to stop or
solve “crime”, their very presence is a way of enforcing
social control, and actually creates more violence.

onward

Black, on the Fourth of July
By John Sloan, Co-Lead Organizer Black Lives Matter
Detroit @jsloan3 @DetroitBLM
As a typical child of the Eighties, I remember growing up
surrounded by “Americana”. I was regaled with stories
of my grandfather and his brothers fighting valiantly in
WWII. I proudly memorized the Pledge of Allegiance,
and knew every verse of “America, The Beautiful.” My
life was not all that dissimilar to any other kid growing
up in the great state of Michigan.
The difference, however, is that the Americana I
grew up with was filtered through dramatically different
lenses. The powerful and stories of boot camps and
dogfights were balanced with my grandfather’s
experience as a Tuskegee Airman. The verses to “Lift
Every Voice And Sing” were embedded in my
remembrance with an almost religious conviction. And,
while I stood every morning and pledged “allegiance” to
the Stars and Stripes, the “Stars and Bars” were vividly
on display — even causing my parents to avoid driving
us through cities like Howell, MI, for fear of physical
violence. My sense of Americana was then and is now
dramatically different from millions of other American
citizens’. I want to celebrate my nation. I want to love
my country with an unfailing faith. But the older I get,
the harder that becomes.
As with the famous Frederick Douglass speech
“What to a slave is the fourth of July?” I seek the
answer to a very similar question: What does it mean to
celebrate a National Holiday? D
 oes it mean you rejoice
in an overarching ideal — celebrating in the freedoms
that result of an open democratic society? Is your spirit
shaken when confronting the dichotomy of this nation’s
birth?
onward
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WEAPONIZED TUFF SHEDS
By The Village in Oakland
All eyes are on Oakland right now as the Mayor
Libby Schaaf and her administration pat themselves on
the back for their “solution” to the homeless state of
emergency: Tuff Shed Prison Camps.
While the city unveiled their second Tuff Shed
lot in West Oakland, we are compelled to tell you the
truth of how these sites are being used politically and
what they are like on the inside.
When the people of Oakland moved the City
Council to unanimously pass a Shelter Crisis Declaration
Oct 3, 2017 that immediately allowed emergency
temporary housing and services to be created as a
pathway to permanent housing, using sanctioned sites
as a pretext for area evictions and doubling people up in
uninsulated tool sheds with no running water or
electricity was not what we were talking about.
CITY SANCTIONED SITES = EVICTIONS
Every time the city has sanctioned a site for
unsheltered communities, an explicit part of their plans
is to evict all other camps in the area. The
“Compassionate Communities” at Peralta/35th, the
tentative village site at 23rd&12th Ave, the first Tuff
Shed yard at 5th and Brush all included explicit
directives to evict all other camps in the area no matter
how many people it would displace and put into
motion. The first Tuff Shed yard put over 100 people
into motion while only providing slots for 40.
In this way, these are pilot programs more for
camp suppression and eviction, herding our unhoused
neighbors more out of sight away from services or
driving them into a few now unsafe, filthy ‘mega-camps’
that these evictions are creating.
This second “ONC” (“Outdoor Navigation
Center”) or Tuff Shed yard is to be no different. The city
has planned that all residents of camps in the Northgate
area are to be evicted, easily three times the number of
people that could possibly be admitted to the 40 person
Tuff Shed yard. The city claims that the St. Vincent
DePaul shelter will take in the overflow. This is
nonsense. The nearby center is already at capacity, is
only a temp overnight shelter and has zero capacity to
take in 80 more people and their belongings. If this
were in any way a realistic option, those camping on the
street nextdoor would already be utilizing it.
The city’s implementation of the Tuff Shed yard will:
- Forcibly evict 100+ other unhoused neighbors.
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- Push people further to the margins including into
sprawling, unsafe ‘mega-camps’, destabilizing all the
other camps across downtown and the west that will be
taking in the displaced. The city is still servicing
appearances, creating photo ops for themselves and
political cover for evictions but not facing the realities of
our city and the homelessness crisis gripping it.
LIFE ON THE INSIDE OF A TUFF SHED CAMP
Increased policing, poor conditions, group
punishments is what we are being told residents in the
Tuff Shed sites are facing.
A testimony from a recently evicted resident of
the Tuff Shed site on 5th Street (see attached video
https://www.facebook.com/731643677003021/videos/
967948560039197/ ) exposes inhumane and
substandard living conditions that the city has
applauded and promised to replicate. The Tuff Sheds
themselves, with a total lack of insulation and hardly
any ventilation, are not satisfactory for human beings to
live in to begin with. A tiny window is the only form of
lighting, leaving disabled residents struggling to get
around or see what they are doing.
Even more egregious is the behavior of
Operation Dignity, a so-called outreach organization the
city is paying nearly half a million dollars of
misappropriated city funds to staff the site. According
to residents, Operation Dignity runs the site through
coercion, bullying and neglect. Disabled and mentally ill
residents are the most vulnerable. Reports include staff
using their power to force cooperation by withholding
food, water and electricity as forms of collective
punishment. SO WHAT IS TO BE DONE? The Mayor to
invest in community driven interim solutions such as
The Village and sanitation services in all existing
encampments. The City to stop wasting the public’s
precious resources on failed debacles such as the Tuff
Shed yards and build permanent below affordable
housing. The Mayor to end all camp evictions. The
inhumane management change at the Tuff Shed yards
or be turned over to community groups that are able of
working with the unhoused rather than against them.
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White Supremacy Is As
Amerikkkan As Apple Pie
By Joyous De Asis, Founder and Organizer of Young
Oakland
I am reading an article in Rolling Stone on white
supremacy. There have been protests in Virginia by the
new KKK. The marches lasted thru the night with
torches and shouts of “White power! This land is white
land” and many more. In a local Virginia news outlet,
they interviewed a racist man who witnessed a car drive
thru the protestors, killing a young white women. The
man said it was not the driver’s fault that “this animal
didn't have enough sense to get out of the way...they
got what they deserved when they didn't move.”

Since Trump is in office, white supremists are
having a lot of courage to come forth from
underground. But some white supremists don't like
Trump; they can't take him seriously. They say that
someone more racist should be in office not Trump.
Other white supremacist think he is just what
Amerikkka needs.
But white supremecy is nothing new. It is what
the United States was built upon.
When I think of white privilege and white
supremacy, I think of an invisible wall where people can
look thru and judge others. And when the people try to
stand up to the oppressors or even gain access to basic
human rights, they can’t get thru to the other side of
the wall.
I also think that racism and white supremacy
continue to be powerful systems because of the English
language. Native American children were kidnapped
and forced to learn European language and ways. Stolen
Africans completely lost their language. It was
outlawed. We see this happening today in states like
Arizona that demand “English only”. When it come to
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debating, I feel like whites have a upper hand because
the language is dominated by them. Even if they don't
know it, they know how to manipulate the words, while
others may find it hard to cope with and use U.S.
English. It’s also cultural bias cuz language creates
words for things, ideas and values that are important to
that culture. So if you come from a county that doesn’t
have many words for war or hate but has many words
for community and love you will be out of place in this
country that has lots of words for war and hate.
When I think of white supremacy and white
privilege, it makes people with pale skin, straight hair,
light eyes and pointy noses who speak English the norm.
If you are not part of that norm you get mistreated and
have access to nothing. White supremacy and privilege
hands over everything and anything to white people
and trains white people that this ownership is their god
given right.
Not only does it hurt us people of color in this
society, but it confuses us. Being white or as close to
white as possible has become the goal for many people
of color not just in the U.S. but around the world. If you
straighten your hair you will be closer to having doors
open to you. If you get blue contacts to make your eyes
lighter and bleach your skin you will be beautiful. Many
people don’t know they are programed to do this.
Meanwhile caucasians get curly wigs and plastic surgery
to make their butts and breasts enlarged. Little did we
know we were switching ethnicities. Oakland poet Paris
has a piece that says white people want our swag, art,
culture,fashion, hips, butts,music - but they don’t want
us.
I think the only way for use to move forward it
to listen to each other, learn the truth, correct the
wrongs that have been done, heal and all work
together. I know it may be hard because every person's
mind is somewhere else and it might be hard to see
each others souls and humanity. But if we all are getting
tired of being mistreated I know the time will come
where we all work together. If all of us who are victims
of racism and white supremacy united and worked
together we can knock down the wall of white
supremacy and racism. For those of us who know the
power of the people it is our job to remind others of our
collective power.
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What is the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights?
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(Universal Declaration) is an international document
that states basic rights and fundamental freedoms to
which all human beings are entitled.

When was the Universal Declaration
created? The Universal Declaration was adopted

by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 10
December 1948. Motivated by the experiences of the
preceding world wars, the Universal Declaration was
the first time that countries agreed on a
comprehensive statement of inalienable human rights.

What does the Universal Declaration
say? The Universal Declaration begins by recognising
that ‘the inherent dignity of all members of the human
family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in
the world’. It declares that human rights are universal

– to be enjoyed by all people, no matter who they are
or where they live. The Universal Declaration includes
civil and political rights, like the right to life, liberty,
free speech and privacy. It also includes economic,
social and cultural rights, like the right to social
security, health and education.

Is the Universal Declaration legally
binding?The Universal Declaration is not a treaty,
so it does not directly create legal obligations for
countries. However, it is an expression of the
fundamental values which are shared by all members
of the international community. And it has had a
profound influence on the development of
international human rights law. Some argue that
because countries have consistently invoked the
Declaration for more than sixty years, it has become
binding as a part of customary international law.
Further, the Universal Declaration has given rise to a
range of other international agreements which are
legally binding on the countries that ratify them. These
include: the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International
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Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (ICESCR).
Other binding agreements which expand on the rights
contained in the Universal Declaration include:
●
●
●

●
●

the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination 1965
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women 1979
the Convention Against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment 1984
the Convention on the Rights of the Child
1989
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities 2006

MCLI Shadow Report to the U.N.
Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination
By Steven DeCaprio
It is not surprising that the Trump administration
refused to submit its report to the U.N. Committee on
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD). The
deadline for the report was November 20, 2017, and
the Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Institute (MCLI) requested
that the Trump administration and CERD provide us
information on the status of the report. MCLI received
no responses from our inquiries, and there has been no
news of a report having been submitted. The only
logical conclusion is that the Trump administration has
no intention to submit a report.
After holding three Human Rights Forums on Racism,
MCLI now submits our community based Shadow
Report to CERD. You can read the report here:
http://www.mclihumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/
2018/06/2018.06.01-MCLI-Report-to-CERD-1.pdf
MCLI held three Human Rights Forums in North, West,
and East Oakland to reach out to the communities
experiencing racism at the hands of the government
and their allies to include their input into this report.
According to the U.S. Census, Oakland is one of the
most racially diverse cities in America. Because of this,
holding these forums in different parts of Oakland
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enables MCLI to reach communities who have
multifaceted experiences with systemic racism thus
giving a broad spectrum of lived experiences related to
numerous forms of racial oppression.
This report includes reports by MCLI, allies, and
individuals. This report asserts that the U.S. government
is responsible for murder, slavery, cruelty, and
kidnapping either by the government’s direct action or
the government’s failure to act when a duty is owed.
Further, this report asserts that these abuses are either
racially motivated or racially discriminatory, in violation
of the International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) as well as many
treaties signed and/or ratified by the U.S. government.
These treaties are the “law of the land” pursuant to
Article VI of the U.S. Constitution, and the U.S. has
violated these human rights laws in the following areas
outlined in the Shadow Report:
1. Mass Incarceration of Blacks and Latinos
2. Discriminatory Lack of Educational
Opportunities for African Americans
3. Police Killings of African Americans
4. Slavery of Migrant Workers
5. Slavery of Prisoners
6. Kidnapping Children for Placement in Foster
Care and Adoption

MCLI To Present At 2018 NLG
#Law4thePeople Convention
On Sunday, November 4, 2018 at the National Lawyers
Guild Convention in Portland MCLI will present a panel
exploring the role of race, class, and LGBTQI status in
adoption, foster care, and child removal by institutions,
the courts, or local, state, or federal governments. This
panel will discuss how these issues affect the integrity
of families as well as human rights violations in the
foster care and adoption systems here in the U.S. We
will discuss all relevant laws including international
law, advocacy and litigation strategies.

Sponsors: Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Institute, NLG

International Committee, Queer Caucus, The United
People of Color Caucus

7. Cultural Genocide in Adoption and Foster Care
8. Discrimination in the Legal Profession and
Courts
This Shadow Report only covers a range of issues
presented by MCLI contributors, allies, and forum
attendees. However, in this Shadow Report MCLI asks
CERD to look into the following issues not included in
the Shadow Report:
1. The racist neglect of the island of Puerto Rico
which was deprived assistance by the federal
government after Hurricane Maria in 2017
2. Efforts of indigenous people fighting for their
sovereignty as they resisted numerous oil
pipelines and other forms of desecration of
their lands
3. President Trump’s Muslim Bans
4. President Trump’s border wall between the U.S.
and Mexico
5. President Trump’s statements about
immigrants from “shithole countries”
6. How the racist rhetoric of the Trump
administration promotes the rise of white
supremacy in civil society
7. How the racist rhetoric of the Trump
administration exacerbates racism and hate
crime

Speakers:
●

●
●
●

●
●

Katie Stickles-Wynan, MSW, Adoption Case
Manager, LGBTQ Advocate with PACT an
Adoption Alliance
Prenal Lal, immigration attorney and clinical
law professor, founder of DreamActivist
Danielle King, family law attorney, Co-chair of
The United People of Color Caucus
David Beauvais, – civil rights litigation against
Child Protective Services and Adult Protective
Services
Martha L. Schmidt, Attorney & Counselor,
international human rights law
Steven DeCaprio – moderator, Interim
Executive Director of the Meiklejohn Civil
Liberties Institute

https://www.nlg.org/2018-major-panels-workshops/
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Lourdes Barraza is a mother,
wife & activist whose family has
been impacted by the United
States deportation & family
separation practices. She
organizes with Bay Area Rapid
Response Neworks. Here is her
first hand account.
Basic human rights should be guaranteed for
all human beings; black, brown, white, straight, gay,
documented or undocumented. However, recently, we
have seen this not to be true. There is no doubt that
this government only guarantees those rights to
people with white skin who are not from foreign
countries and if you do not fit this mold, your chances
are much higher at ending up dead because of police
brutality or thrown in a cage, unjustly separated from
your family. Over and over we hear of black and brown
folks being attacked by agencies who are supposed to
protect everyone equally. Moreover, in recent months,
we have heard of the cruel separations of families at
the border and in our own communities. Where are
the fundamental human rights for these individuals?
Why are we allowing this fascist system to continue
hurting families like mine?
On October 11, 2017, my husband Fernando,
left our home with our 4-year-old daughter, Ana, and
headed towards her daycare. As he turned the corner
to get onto the main street, he noticed he was being
followed by an unmarked law enforcement vehicle. He
recalls that for a moment, he thought about speeding
away to try and lose them, but quickly returned to
reality and knew that there was nothing more
important than the safety of our youngest daughter.
Ten minutes later, Fernando had finished checking Ana
into her class and began to leave the parking lot of the
daycare, in his work truck, as he did every morning
because he would head straight to work after leaving
her. It was then, that he noticed the vehicle, plus five
or six more, were again following him and within less
than a minute, he was in the parking lot across the
street, surrounded by ICE agents.
For six months, Fernando sat in an ICE
detention center in Richmond, California, separated
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from us. Fernando and I have three girls and the
anguish and heartbreak our girls lived, is one of the
cruelest human rights violation a person can
experience. Not only were Fernando’s human rights
violated by being forced to be locked in a cage, for an
indefinite amount of time while we fought for his right
to stay in this country, but the girls’ and my rights were
also violated because we were not allowed to be with
Fernando due to the racist agenda of this government
that argue that human beings like my husband, do not
have the right to be in a country where they are
protected from the violence of the countries they fled.
I do not wish this pain on my worst enemy and
have concluded, that only a foe can cause this pain on
another human being and it scares me to think that
our number one enemy is sitting in a position of so
much power. So, I ask you, not to sit idly, while those
in power, continue to violate the fundamental rights of
our brown and black communities.

onward

to page 8
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Black, On The 4th of July continued from page 1
Or, perhaps, the truth somewhere in the middle? This past Fourth of July
was, for me, very difficult. I could not find my way to celebrating the birth
of a nation that was stolen through genocide. I struggled to find joy in a
struggle for freedom by a nation that would continue to build its economic
wealth on the backs of slaves.
My struggle lies in the dichotomy of celebrating a holiday’s overarching
ideal (“freedom from tyranny”, for example) and the truth of its origin.
What does it mean for me, as a Black Man, to openly celebrate our
nation’s “birth”? I cannot, with any integrity, celebrate the America that
existed in 1776. That “America” was one steeped in every “ist” and “ism”
imaginable; laying the foundation for a society by which I am
dehumanized on a daily basis. Whether in the overtly institutionalized
racism and sexism, or the only somewhat more subtle forms of
classism — that “America” was barely a fully fertilized embryo, an infant
of an idea, and yet bigotry was already being warmed as formula in a
baby’s bottle.
Every current institution of oppression has that “America” to thank for its
existence. Who do we thank for redlining and housing discrimination?
Thank the Stars & Stripes. Want to know who’s responsible for cultural
monetization and appropriation? Good ‘ole America the beautiful. Every
time a Black or Brown body is beaten, raped, and then vilified without regard for their existence? You guessed it, our
“founding fathers” laid that framework as well. The system is not broken; it’s working exactly how it was intended.As I
alluded to earlier with my Columbus Day pun, the “America” of 1776 was birthed of Original Sin, and fattened on the
sucklings of dehumanization. And, I have no stomach to celebrate that nation. It would be very easy for me to leave this
column as such; to tie everything up in a nice and convenient bow and remind everyone of both the legacy of slavery,
and the disconnect the ideals of Independence Day present. I could
very simply highlight the ridiculousness of celebrating the “founding of a nation” where numerous peoples and cultures
already exist. But that would be too easy.
I grew up surrounded by “Americana”. I grew up loving my nation. I’m just not sure what “my nation” means
anymore. I’m not sure if, by celebrating the Fourth of July, I am somehow insulting the legacy of my forefathers, or in
actuality rejoicing in the truth of an ideal. By eating BBQ and watching fireworks am I actively insulting Native Americans
or merely participating in my culture. And, for that matter, what is my culture? As a Black male in my thirties my view of
patriotism has morphed drastically. There is an inevitable disillusionment as we grow older, our doe eyed idealism falling
victim to harsh reality. My shift seemed as a cataclysmic crash. It didn’t happen when my family encountered racism
upon moving into the suburbs (our new construction home vandalized with “Niggers Get Out”). Nor did it occur when
my Black peers chastised me for being “too White” (oreo cookies thrown at the back of my head). Mine are experiences
steeped in both the nuances of microaggression and the blatancy of overt violence. I was once the individual more
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inclined to trust our systems of government — and still, I lose faith. In these moments I think of my Grandfather, John
Sloan Sr. — a Purple Heart Tuskegee Airman.
“We volunteered” he said, “because we thought that if we proved ourselves…there would be no way they could
deny us our rights when we came home. You know what? We were wrong.” He could have left it at that, allowed his
fifteen-year-old grandson to carry a diminished idea of the nation he had fought to defend. But that wasn’t my
grandfather. “America,” he continued “isn’t the land, it’s an idea. It’s a glorious experiment that seeks to prove one truth:
Everyone has rights, and Everyone is equal.”
Now, perhaps this seems too trite a conclusion, too assimilated an expression. But let me be clear: I carry with
me the pain of my ancestors, and the contradiction of my citizenship; the pride of my Fathers and resilience of my
Mothers; the strength of my nation and the power of its freedoms. But for now, when I celebrate a national holiday, I
will fight to rejoice in the journey that is the idea, even while bearing with the wounds that its implementation have
sought to create. Whether or not I will succeed is unclear. But I at least owe my grandfather the courage to try.

Prison Strike continued from page 1
5. An immediate end to the racial overcharging,
over-sentencing, and parole denials of Black and brown
humans. Black humans shall no longer be denied parole
because the victim of the crime was white, which is a
particular problem in southern states.
6. An immediate end to racist gang
enhancement laws targeting Black and brown humans.
7. No imprisoned human shall be denied access
to rehabilitation programs at their place of detention
because of their label as a violent offender.
8. State prisons must be funded specifically to
offer more rehabilitation services.
9. Pell grants must be reinstated in all US states
and territories.
10. The voting rights of all confined citizens
serving prison sentences, pretrial detainees, and
so-called “ex-felons” must be counted. Representation
is demanded. All voices count!
We all agree to spread this strike throughout
the prisons of Ameri$$$a! From August 21st to
September 9th, 2018, men and women in prisons
across the nation will strike in the following manner:
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1. Work Strikes: Prisoners will not report to
assigned jobs. Each place of detention will determine
how long its strike will last. Some of these strikes may
translate into a local list of demands designed to
improve conditions and reduce harm within the prison.
2. Sit-ins : In certain prisons, men and women
will engage in peaceful sit – in protests.
3. Boycotts: All spending should be halted. We
ask those outside the walls not to make financial
judgments for those inside. Men and women on the
inside will inform you if they are participating in this
boycott.
4. Hunger Strikes: Men and women shall refuse
to eat.

How You Can Help: Contact your local, state, and

federal political representatives. Ask them where they
stand on the demands. Spread word of the strike in
every place of detention. Contact a supporting local
organization to see how you can be supportive. If you
are unsure of who to connect with, email
millionsforprisonersmarch@gmail.com. Make contact
with people in prison, family members of prisoners, and
prisoner support organizations in your state to as
ist in notifying the public and media on strike
conditions.
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MCLI Apprentices Begin Law Office Study Program
Program Provides Tuition Free Alternative to Law School
By Steven DeCaprio
In California an attorney can mentor an apprentice under the Law Office Study Program (LOSP) as an alternative to
law school. Steven DeCaprio, Interim Executive Director of MCLI, completed this program and passed the bar exam. He
co-founded the Association of Legal Apprentices with apprentices based out of the Sustainable Economies Law Center
(SELC) which provides legal consultation for cooperatives.
This program is part of a larger program started by the Association of Legal Apprentices (ALA) to encourage
movement lawyers to mentor apprentices under the LOSP.
In the 1960s the United Farm Workers of America used a similar strategy to build the capacities of their legal teams
by educating labor organizers through the LOSP.
Currently MCLI is coordinating with the ALA and the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) to expand education through the
LOSP in order to build leadership in the legal profession from community organizers within oppressed communities. This
will increase diversity along race, class, and other lines within the legal profession.
By providing a tuition free alternative to law school it is MCLI’s goal to increase MCLI’s capacity as well as the
capacity of movement lawyering generally while also increasing diversity within the legal profession so that there will be
a new generation of attorneys who share similar lived experiences as the communities they assist.
Currently, MCLI does not have any further slots for apprentices. However, MCLI is working with the NLG San
Francisco Bay Area Chapter to create more opportunities for NLG members to study under the LOSP.
If you are an attorney who has practiced for 5 or more years then you can sign up as a mentor here:
http://www.nlgsf.org/form/becoming-mentor
If you are interested in studying law under the LOSP you can sign up with the NLG here:
http://www.nlgsf.org/form/becoming-mentee
There is currently not sufficient capacity to match apprentices with mentors unless the apprentices are actively
involved with the NLG. All applicants are encouraged to become active members working on NLG programs. For more
information on the various committees and caucuses within the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of the NLG go here:
http://www.nlgsf.org/committee

Critical Resistance continued from page 2
In recent years, the militarization of the police has
increased dramatically. Not only has US law enforcement
come to resemble the US military more closely, but it has
also begun to be equipped with the same technologies.
From providing training in tactics and instruction in using
certain types of equipment to the cooperation between the
military and domestic law enforcement at the US/Mexico
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border, militarization of law enforcement has meant that
the US has become another space within which the military
can operate and has meant that residents of the US are
potential military targets to be eliminated.
The same way that locking people in cages does not
help us build the healthy, stable communities we want,
relying on the state to force people into acting in ways that
serve the state doesn’t encourage the kinds ofcooperation,
trust, and accountability we know are at the heart of
building what we truly want.
Instead of relying on the violent establishments of
police and prisons, what if we got together with members
of our communities and created systems of support for each
other? We are capable of looking after and caring for one
another, providing each other with our basic human needs,
creating community self-determination. Relying on and
deploying policing denies our ability to do this, to create
real safety in our communities.
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Order MCLI Books!
“Nuclear Weapons Are Illegal” by Ann Fagan Ginger
In July 1996 the International Court of Justice made
history by declaring nuclear weapons illegal. Here is the
complete decision and much
more.........................$30.00
“Alexander Meiklejohn: Teacher of Freedom” by
Cynthia Stokes Brown
Anthology and biographical study of the great First
Amendment advocate……………………………..20.00
“The Ford Hunger March” by Maurice Sugar
This study of this important uprising has been praised
by Philip S. Foner, Studs Terkel, Coleman A. Young,
Percy Llewellyn, and Edith
Withington……...................$15.00

New Books Out Soon!
OUR 100 HUMAN RIGHTS: HOW WE CAN EXERCISE
THEM AND GET THEM ENFORCED
This is the first book, according to author Ann Fagan
Ginger, to list every step someone can take to enforce
all of their human rights in the U.S. Constitution and
statutes, and in:
• Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination
• Convention against Torture
• International Covenant on Civil & Political Rights
• Organization of American States: Declaration on the
Rights and Duties of Man
• Convention on Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women
• Convention on the Rights of the Child
• International Covenant on Economic, Social &
Cultural Rights
• And more!
Contact: Annfginger@gmail.com

Ordering information below:
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS HANDBOOK FOR CURBSIDE
COMMUNITIES
This handbook and accompanied training are designed
to educate homeless folks to have knowledge of local,
state, federal laws and court decisions at their fingertips
to assert their civil and human rights. coming soon!

HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT: A GUIDE FOR
DECRIMINALIZING HOMELESSNESS
The handbook is being created with policy makers and
housed residents in mind to better inform policies, laws,
practices and attitudes so that those with power and
priviledge can stop approaching homelessness as a
criminal problem and start understanding it as a human
rights crisis.
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HUMAN RIGHTS NOW!

P.O. Box 673
Berkeley, CA 94701-0673
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Donate to MCLI Today!
The Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Institute needs funding to support our human rights advocacy and education as we
work to hold the Trump administration accountable and bring in a new generation of leadership from emerging grassroots
movements fighting systems of oppression. MCLI is drawing upon new leadership from within communities directly
impacted by human rights violations so that our work can better reflect the needs of marginalized communities. MCLI
needs your support to continue to work collaboratively with oppressed communities and social movements. Make a
donation by completing the information below and mailing it to MCLI, P.O. Box 673, Berkeley, CA 94701.
Credit Card Number
Expiration:
Amount:

Email:

First Name:

Last Name:

Zip Code:

Phone Number:

One Time Gift □ / Monthly □ / Quarterly □ / Annual □ / Other Recurring Gift: ____________________
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